
Southside Water and Sewer District 
P.O. Box D, Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 

August 21, 2019 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
Call to Order and roll call: Chairman Jack Howard opened the meeting at the 
Waterlife Discovery Center at 2:00 pm and a roll call confirmed that Jim Haynes, Brent 
Sleep, Doug Bopp and Brett Babcock were also present. 
 
Others Present: Operator Brad White and Treasurers Julia MacDonald and John 
Austin, Engineer Chris Horgan, and guests Ernie Kee, Bruce Lines, Gabriel and Laura 
Dorame. 
 
Public Hearing FY 2019-20 Budget: 
 
The Board considered the budget and opened the hearing on it for public comment. Mr. 
Austin explained the issue of separating the Water and Sewer Funds (attached) as 
required by Idaho Code. Chairman Howard noted the proposed capital budget of 
$40,000 for pumps may need to be increased but otherwise it was a sound budget plan. 
With no comments from the public, Chairman Howard closed the hearing at 2:10 pm. 
Mr. Bopp then made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sleep, to approve the FY 2019-20 
budget. The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Members of the Public:   
 
Mr. Kee addressed the Board concerning cost accounting for major equipment, such as 
lift stations, by keeping track of maintenance costs.  He said he would assist with 
creating and maintaining a spreadsheet.  Chairman Howard stated he thought the 
District would benefit for the cost accounting.  After further discussion, the Board 
thanked Mr. Kee and stated their support for the accounting. 
 
Old Business: Ms. Dorame addressed the Board on an emergency erosion issue. She 
stated she has Corps approval and Idaho Department of Lands and provided 
documents. She suggested a rock wall with riprap and stated she needs easements to 
access the shoreline. Mr. Sleep staid he would discuss the issue with neighbors. 
 
Reports: 

Water Reclamation Report: Mr. Haynes presented the report and noted the 
lagoon level is the lowest in his 15 years of tracking. 
Treasurer’s Report: The Board heard from Ms. MacDonald for the month of 
July, the tenth month of the FY 2018-19 fiscal year (attached). She also 
presented the monthly and year-to-date totals, with a comparison to the current 
budget. She noted there was one ADU brought online for service and two 
hookups added to the pending connection list. She also presented the capital 
expenditure report. 
Maintenance Report: Mr. White discussed his activities for the month, and 
maintenance issues he had worked on (attached). The Board directed that he 
report the sprinkler pipes that were stolen. Mr. Haynes stated he would discuss 
the water line issue with Eric Hagan. The discussion then centered on whether to 
move ahead with planting the trees on the application site.  Mr. Sleep stated he 
thought the District should move ahead as that’s what the public was told.  Mr. 
Bopp thought the District should wait until a long range plan was developed to 



include the site. Mr. Haynes agreed to move ahead as well since the public was 
informed of that direction.  After discussion, the Board tabled the matter.  
Engineering Report: Mr. Horgan presented the report (attached) and answered 
questions on its content. 

 
New Business: 
 
Appointment of Secretary Treasurer: Chairman Howard stated that in discussion with 
legal advisors that a company cannot act in this capacity. After discussion, the Board 
appointed Ms. MacDonald to the position, following a motion by Mr. Haynes and second 
by Mr. Sleep. 
Long Range Plan Discussion: The Board deferred the discussion to Executive 
Session. 
Proposed Capital List FY 2019-20 (attached): The Board then discussed the list, with 
input from Ms. MacDonald and Mr. Horgan. 
Personnel Policies Update: The Board then approved the policy updates, following a 
motion by Mr. Haynes and second by Mr. Bopp. 
FY 2017-18 Audit Review: The Board discussed the Audit Engagement Letter. After 
discussion, the Board directed that staff prepare an RFP for audit services. 
Next Meeting: The next meeting was moved one week to September 25, 2019 as all 
accounting staff will be absent on the date of the regular meeting. 
 
Executive Session: The Board then exited the Regular Meeting at 5:10 pm to convene 
an Executive Session, under IC 74-206(c), to deliberate regarding an acquisition of an 
interest in real property, following a motion by Mr. Bopp and second by Mr. Sleep. The 
Board directed that Mr. White attend the Session. 
 
The Board exited Executive Session at 5:29 pm and took the following action after a 
motion by Mr. Haynes and second by Mr. Sleep: 
 
After reviewing a proposal to acquire land to expand the waste water treatment facility 
to enable maintenance activities including sludge removal, and the future installation of 
permanent liners, the board unanimously approved the pursuit of this expansion with 
the private parties involved who are offering to donate the land to the District. 
 
Adjournment: A motion by Mr. Haynes seconded by Mr. Sleep, was made to adjourn 
the regular meeting of the Board of Directors at 5:35 pm. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Respectfully Submitted and Approved: 

 
 

_______________________________   __________________________ 
John Austin, Julia MacDonald    Jack Howard  
Secretary/Treasurer               Chairman of the Board  
    


