
Southside Water and Sewer District 
P.O. Box D, Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 

October 16, 2019 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
Call to Order and roll call: Chairman Jack Howard opened the meeting at the 
Waterlife Discovery Center at 2:00 pm and a roll call confirmed that Jim Haynes, Brent 
Sleep, Brett Babcock and Doug Bopp were also present. 
 
Others Present: Operator Brad White and Treasurers Stephanie Mueller-Sherman, 
Julia MacDonald and John Austin and Engineer Chris Horgan. Guests were Jens Olson 
and Bill Bennett. 
 
Approval of the Minutes: Mr. Haynes then made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sleep to 
approve the minutes of the September 25, 2019 meeting. 
 
Members of the Public: The Board heard from Mr. Olson about issues on his property. 
After discussion, Mr. Bopp offered to visit the property to discuss the issues. 
 
Reports: 

Engineering Report: Engineer Horgan presented the report (attached) and there 
was a discussion on the nitrate levels of the reuse site groundwater, which are 
again on the decline.  The board also deferred funding for the water facility plan 
and options available to New Business. 

 
New Business:  
 
FY 2017-18 Audit RFP:  Ms. Mueller-Sherman discussed the receipt of RFPs for audit 
services from several firms. She recommended the low bid, Hayden Ross, based on 
their professionalism and track record with PAS.  Mr. Austin noted Hayden Ross is the 
only one of the responders for whom audits is all they do. After discussion, the Board 
approved Hayden Ross, after a motion by Mr. Haynes and second by Mr. Babcock.   
Maintenance Supervisor – Compensation: With no discussion, the Board approved 
an increase in the Supervisor’s compensation, following a motion by Mr. Haynes and 
second by Mr. Sleep.  The vote was 4 -1 with Mr. Bopp voting against the motion. 
Request for Waiver and Refund of Overage Charges: The Board heard from Ms. 
MacDonald on a request to refund $1,030 from Bill Sleeth.  After discussion, which 
included Mr. Bopp having recommended to Mr. Sleeth that the leak be repaired, the 
Board denied the request, following a motion by Mr. Bopp and second by Mr. Sleep. 
Variance Request: The Board discussed a request from Mr.Charlesworth at 409 
Lakeshore Dr for a variance. Mr. Bennett stated the easement in the past was 10 feet, 5 
feet on either side secondary lots.  The Board then directed staff to inform Mr. 
Charlesworth that he doesn’t need an easement.  
Hagen Water Line: Mr. Bopp noted he met with Mr. Hagen about survey markers in the 
area, and whether he could place a line on the property. He noted no hookup fee is 
required. 
Vacation Rental: The Board discussed the attached request from Bonner County. 
Chairman Howard asked if the Board wants to comment on the request. The Board 
opted not to comment on the issue but Board members may comment as individuals of 
the district if they choose. 
 



Water System Funding: The Board considered the $1.130 million project. Mr. Haynes 
stated there are the following options: General Revenue Bond from taxes (67% 
approval from voters), Revenue Bond from revenues (50% approval), LID (assessment 
on only those affected) or judicial validation.  He noted the last option was approved in 
the past, when a judge determined the need was ordinary and necessary, but the 
timeframe was very long. Mr. Austin noted the Board could possibly enter into a 
lease/purchase agreement with a third party, like the Panhandle Area Council, in which 
the district would lease the property for 20 years and then own it at the end of the lease. 
After discussion, the Board opted to hold a workshop on the issue.  
District ERU Expansion Considerations: Ms. MacDonald discussed a possible 
subdivision of four more houses near Springy Point, and whether there were an ERUs 
available.  The Board discussion centered on the impact of new developments on the 
capacity of the system.  They noted there are currently ERUs available, but some 
infrastructure may be required if more than one house builds on the property. The Board 
then directed staff to inform the owner of the issues discussed.  
Risk Management Planning: Mr. Bennett addressed the Board about the risk from 
selling the generator, because of the risk of fire and how it worked well in the past, 
running water and sewer pumps. He recommended that the District refurbish the 
generator and have it available for use.  Chairman Howard discussed the need to 
include this issue in risk management planning and the equipment needed to deal with 
the issue. After discussion, the Board directed that staff take the generator to be 
assessed for refurbishing.    
 
Reports (continued): 

Water Reclamation Report: Mr. Haynes presented the report, to which the 
Board had no comments. 
Treasurer’s Report: The Board heard from Ms. MacDonald for the month of 
August, the twelfth month of the FY 2018-19 fiscal year (attached). She also 
presented the monthly and year-to-date totals, with a comparison to the current 
budget. She noted she and Ms. Mueller-Sherman met with Jan Kee about the 
accounting function. She then discussed the progress of the crossflow 
connection program and a third round of notices going out to those not in 
compliance. She also presented the quarterly capital expenditure report. Ms. 
Mueller-Sherman discussed ways to save staff time (and thus District funds) by 
making the monthly reports more concise. Mr. Austin then discussed the 
possibility of having a Consent Calendar on the agenda each month, similar to 
what cities and counties do at the beginning of their meetings. Under the 
Calendar, routine items already sent to the Board, like minutes approval, 
engineering report, maintenance report and treasurer’s report could be approved 
with one motion. He noted any issues that the Board wished to discuss on those 
items could be brought forward to New Business.  After discussion the Board 
directed staff to place the reports on a Consent Agenda in the future.  
Maintenance Report: Mr. White discussed his activities for the month, and 
maintenance issues he had worked on (attached).  After discussion about 
acquiring equipment, the Board directed that staff purchase a welder and an 
aerator, following a motion by Mr. Haynes and second by Mr. Sleep.  

 
Old Business: 
 
Dorame Shoreline Erosion: Chairman Howard stated he spoke with the Dorames 
about the issue and they plan to address the matter in January. 
Long Range Plan Discussion: The Board tabled this issue until Executive Session. 



Administrative Review: Ms. MacDonald talked about getting the new website on-line, 
which the Board agreed was a good thing for the District.  
Fees: Change of Ownership/Transfer Fees – Convenience Fees:  Ms. MacDonald 
and Mr. Austin was requested to set a public hearing for the next meeting. 
 
Executive Session: The Board then exited the Regular Meeting at 5:05 pm to convene 
an Executive Session, under IC 74-206(c), to deliberate regarding an acquisition of an 
interest in real property and (b) to consider personnel matters, following a motion by Mr. 
Bopp and second by Mr. Sleep. The Board directed that attending staff attend the 
Session. 
 
The Board exited Executive Session at 5:16 pm and took the following action: 
 
After a motion from Mr. Haynes and second by Mr. Sleep the Board unanimously 
approved an end of season bonus for the temporary employee, Jason Barnhart, of 
$200.00 in light of his excellent performance. 
 
Adjournment: A motion by Mr. Haynes and second by Mr. Sleep, was made to adjourn 
the regular meeting of the Board of Directors at 5:19 pm. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Respectfully Submitted and Approved: 

 
 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 
Julia MacDonald     Jack Howard  
Secretary/Treasurer     Chairman of the Board   
   


