
Southside Water and Sewer District 
P.O. Box D, Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 

September 16, 2020 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
Call to Order and roll call: Chairman Jack Howard opened the meeting at 2:00 pm and 
a roll call confirmed that Jim Haynes, Brent Sleep, Brett Babcock and Doug Bopp were 
also present. 
 
Others Present: Treasurers Julia MacDonald and John Austin and Operator Brad 
White.  Guest was Lesly Thomas-Melvin.  
 
Approval of the Agenda: 

 
Next, Mr. Haynes made a motion, seconded by Mr. Bopp to approve the agenda 
and it passed unanimously. 
 

Public Comment: 
 

From New Business on the Ray Property: Ms. Thomas-Melvin addressed the 
Board about her property adjoining the land application site.  She expressed 
concerns about the proximity of the property to her well and suggested that the 
District acquire her property. She stated it was valued at $300,000 but she 
believed it would be closer to $275,000.  Mr. Bopp asked her if she had a 
timeframe to move and she said she would prefer to move within a year. 
Chairman Howard stated it would be an expensive purchase for an acre of land.  
She said she expects there’ll be problems with her property in the future, and the 
District could avoid that. The Board stated they could address this as an agenda 
item at a future meeting if grant funding can be obtained by the District.  
 

New Business – Action Items Unless Otherwise Indicated: 
 

Rate Schedule Changes: The Board discussed the rate change of 5%.  Ms. 
MacDonald provided the Resolution to adopt the rates.  Chairman Howard 
commented about a vacation rental using 160,000 gallons a month should be 
charged as a commercial rate, in order to generate additional revenue for the 
capacity they use. The Board agreed to consider a vacation rental rate for sewer 
at the next meeting, and a new rate structure for those using excessive water. 
Mr. Bopp then made a motion, seconded by Mr. Haynes to increase the water 
and sewer rates.  
Social Security Payroll: The Board directed to opt out of the Social Security Tax 
deferral plan, following a motion by Mr. Bopp and second by Mr. Sleep.  
 

Old Business –All Items are Action Items: 
 

Water System Improvement Update:  Mr. Bopp stated he discussed with Chris 
Horgan the issues for the improvements, including the better options the District 
now has (including the acquisition of another system).  He also said he met with 
the Jones and they were agreeable to the easement through their property.  After 
discussion, the Board directed that Mr. Horgan attend the October meeting.  
Service Truck Resolution: The Board discussed the need for a new truck, as 
the current 1994 truck was a used donation ten years ago. Mr. Bopp discussed 



used trucks and would check into getting on the list for surplus trucks from 
Avista. After discussion, the Board directed that Mr. White take it to Sandpoint to 
be worked on. 
Generator Determination–Values for Disposition: Mr. Bopp said the generator 
is working and the person who worked on it wants to buy it.  Mr. Austin said the 
Board would have place it as surplus and sell it to the highest bidder. A reserve 
can be placed on it, in the amount the District has into it.  After discussion, the 
Board directed that it be declared surplus and bring the bids to the October 
meeting, following a motion by Mr. Haynes and second by Mr. Sleep with a  
reserve of $4,000.  Mr. Bopp suggested a reserve of $5,000.  Mr. Bopp then 
made a motion to require a reserve of $5,000, which was seconded by Mr. 
Haynes.  The motion passed unanimously.  

 
Consent Agenda:  Mr. Sleep made a motion, seconded by Mr. Haynes to approve the 
attached Consent Items.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

Maintenance Report  
Treasurer’s Report 
Minutes (as amended) 
Chairman’s Report 
Approval of Financials    
Engineer’s Report  
Water Reclamation Report  

 
Adjournment: A motion by Mr. Babcock and second by Mr. Haynes, was made to 
adjourn the regular meeting of the Board of Directors at 3:58 pm. Motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
Respectfully Submitted and Approved: 

 
 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 
Julia MacDonald     Jack Howard  
Secretary/Treasurer     Chairman of the Board   
   


