
Southside Water and Sewer District 
P.O. Box D, Sandpoint, Idaho 83864 

March 18, 2020 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 
Call to Order and roll call: Chairman Jack Howard opened the meeting at the 
Waterlife Discovery Center at 2:00 pm and a roll call confirmed that Jim Haynes, Brent 
Sleep, Brett Babcock and Doug Bopp were also present. 
 
Others Present: Treasurers Julia MacDonald and John Austin, Operator Brad White 
and Engineer Chris Horgan.  
 
Agenda Items: Mr. Bopp made a motion to move from the Consent Agenda the 
maintenance report.  After a second by Mr. Haynes, the motion passed unanimously 
and the agenda was adopted. 
 
New Business – Action Items Unless Otherwise Indicated: 
 

Audit Report: Mr. Horgan presented the annual report on the District’s operation 
for the year. Chairman Howard asked about the $6,200 cost of the report from 
JUB and Mr. Horgan stated there were additional tasks (including tracking lab 
samples and their reports, plus responding to DEQ issues). The Board also 
discussed the land app site and how much effluent is allowed to be applied.  
Tree Planting Plan: The Board reviewed the offer from Steve Barnhart to plant 
trees.  After review, the Board approved the offer of $1,600 and directed staff to 
also purchase and plant some larger trees for the line nearest the neighboring 
home. 
OSHA Compliance: Chairman Howard said municipal entity workplaces are 
exempt from OSHA compliance but a policy in the employee manual needs to be 
developed on workplace safety.  
Source Water Planning Grant: Mr. White said they’re waiting on the weather for 
the $10,000 work to install the fence. 
USDA Extra Payment Authorization: Ms. MacDonald asked for $17,764.47 
extra payment authorization due to early LID payoffs from customers, on top of 
the $57,134 regular annual payment and the Board directed staff to do so.  
Weekend Damage – Review: Mr. White said the lift stations survived the storm 
but two stations overflowed and he reported 5,000 gallons spilled. He also stated 
the truck was damaged from a falling tree, as winds were sustained at 60 mph for 
12 hours.  
Public Hearing (discussion only): Mr. Bopp stated he’d spoken to people 
wanting to subdivide the subject property but were unable to because of the road 
access, and wondered why this is happening again now. Chairman Howard said 
the parcel is not in the District and so it is not pertinent to District operation.  

 
Old Business – Action Items Unless Otherwise Indicated: 
 

North Well Remediation Progress Report: Chairman Howard noted the well 
shows higher nitrate and to discuss cleaning it with DEQ, following a test of the 
north well sediment.  
Generator Determination: Chairman Howard opened the discussion on whether 
to dispose of the generator and Mr. Bopp said people he’s spoken to a generator 



salesperson who said the District should keep it, based on the low cost to get it 
repaired.  
He also said he’d like to see what some new generators would cost and be 
placed at strategic stations. Mr. Sleep said maybe we could buy our own pump 
truck, and the Board directed that staff see what’s been paid to contractors.   
Lagoon Maintenance Consultant: Pending the IRWA visit. 
Maintenance Report: Mr. Bopp stated he thought Mr. White could have used his 
help during the emergency from the storm. He said he’d like to help in the future.  
 
Chairman Howard then thanked Ms. MacDonald and Mr. White for breaking out 
the power bill to enable an issue to be revealed. 

 
Consent Agenda:  Mr. Bopp made a motion, seconded by Mr. Sleep to approve the 
attached Consent Items.  Motion passed unanimously.  
 

 Treasurer’s Report 

 Chairman’s Report 

 Approval of the Minutes  

 Approval of Financials  

 Engineer’s Report  

 Water Reclamation Report  
 
Chairman Howard then discussed an emergency agenda item: the COVID-19 virus: He 
said he’s contacted Panhandle Health and is awaiting their recommendations. He also 
recommended having meetings via teleconference during the crisis, which the Board 
approved. Staff would post a notice on the website so the public can still be involved.  
Mr. Austin recommended closing the office to the public and the Board agreed.  
 
Adjournment: A motion by Mr. Bopp and second by Mr. Babcock, was made to adjourn 
the regular meeting of the Board of Directors at 4:36 pm. Motion carried unanimously.  

 
Respectfully Submitted and Approved: 

 
 

_______________________________  ________________________________ 
Julia MacDonald     Jack Howard  
Secretary/Treasurer     Chairman of the Board   
   


